
C
h
r
o
n
ic
le
 �� ��
 J
a
n
u
a
r
y
 

C
A
L
V
A
R
Y
 
B
A
P
T
I
S
T
 
C
H
U
R
C
H
 

Calvary Baptist ChurchCalvary Baptist ChurchCalvary Baptist ChurchCalvary Baptist Church    
445 Conewango Ave. 
Warren, PA  16365 
814.723.1630 

www.calvarybap.org 

“I'm afraid I can't explain myself, sir.  

Because I am not myself, you see?”  

~Alice in Wonderland 

 

Yes, my head is still spinning from Advent at Calvary.  

This church loves Christmas and I’m getting the bug.  At 

Market Place we ministered to nearly 1,000 people, and 

the “I’ve Seen the Light” Calvary Kids Christmas Play nearly brought me to 

tears (not just because I am a dad).  Every new pastor needs to experience 

Advent at Calvary before he makes the commitment – I’m all in!!! ♥ 

 

January is upon us. I always love a new calendar; it’s like a new slate.  We can 

transfer old stuff for the next year, and try some new things – those items will 

be reevaluated for the next year.  There are things on there we dread; there are 

exciting things that will never make it on the new calendar, but on the 

anniversary we will still smile or grimace.  I think Solomon was right in 

Ecclesiastes when he quipped, “I have seen something else under the sun: “The 

race is not to the swift or the battle to the strong, nor does food come to the wise 

or wealth to the brilliant or favor to the learned; but time and chance happen to 

them all.”  Solomon understood the value of time and chance – together, as we 

learn the value of time and chance, the Lord will bless us and we will grow 

together.  One thing I appreciate Church, is the way many seize opportunities.  

During a Trustee meeting we talked about fixing some steps, and “Voilà – it’s 

done!” Even the kid’s Christmas play.  I was blown away that it was brought up 

in a Christian Ed meeting and embraced. People looked at each other and said, 

“Let’s get her done!” and we did (and we had fun along the way).  There are too 

many situations to list that have made me smile.  Time (good planning), and 

Chance (seizing opportunities) are not our enemies but our friends.  And I hate 

to remind us but the Lord often works best when things seem the most difficult 

and sometimes when things seem like they are crumbling (The Apostle Paul 

tells us that God’s grace was sufficient for him: that God’s “strength is made 

perfect in weakness” ~2 Corinthians 12:9). 

 

What I’m surprised about is how excited I am after these events.  I’m often tired 

after big events like these, but you folks, though serious about the task, have a 

little fun along the way.  The process is as important as the product; that is 

VERY important to me.  I can’t wait for next year; I’m already putting the 

Marketplace in my November/December 2015 calendar.  There are many firsts 

I’m yet to experience too, but my prayer for 2015 is we grow together and that 

we plan well and are flexible enough to seize new opportunities, that “time and 

chance” both become our friends.  On top of that I pray that no matter what hits 



Peanut Butter  

and Jelly Challenge 
 

Calvary Baptist Church collected over 100 boxes of 

cereal for the Salvation Army in August.  Our 

challenge in January will be to collect 100 jars of 

peanut butter and 100 jars of jam/jelly to go with it.  

Donations may be left in the overflow during the 

month of January.  

 

Thank you for your help in meeting our goal! 

us, we love each other realizing we grow best when 

we are weak.  2015 can be a great year because we 

have the Lord and each other. 

 

 Love you all!  See you in Church, 

 

Pastor ChipPastor ChipPastor ChipPastor Chip    

When I see our prayer-partners on Wednesday night 

I always remind them they are on THE frontlines of 

ministry – communicating with our Lord.  Jesus said 

where 2 or more are gathered in His name, there He 

is in the midst of them (Matthew 18:20).  At 

Calvary we have another prayer ministry and that’s 

part of the Prayer Chain (or “prayer cells”).   When 

there is an immediate need you get a call and 

instantaneously pray for that concern based on the 

information given.  Calvary has done this for years.  

Recently people have expressed a desire to be part 

of this important ministry but receive the 

information through other mediums.  Even Marion 

Thompson our Prayer Chain leader is happy to hear 

the younger generation wants to receive prayer 

concerns.  I’m happy she is willing to be flexible 

with the phone-calling tradition.  When we receive a 

prayer concern Marion will start the phone-calling 

chain, but one of her 1st calls will be to Kerry or 

another partner who will Email, text, or Facebook 

the prayer concern.  The nice thing about receiving 

the prayer electronically is 1) It’s immediate. 

Friends often get these messages on their iPhones 

and don’t have to wait for a call. 2) Clarity. The 

text, unless typed wrong, doesn’t get lost in 

translation. 3) More prayer partners. Many 

congregants don’t even own a home-phone 

anymore.  These days many live via text/email/

Facebook. We broaden our prayer ministry with 

faith-filled people. 

Through the month of January, let the office know if 

you would like to be added to the Prayer Ministry.   

 

Let us know if you would like to receive the 

prayers: 

1. Over the phone. 

2. Via text. 

3. By Email. 

4. Or By Facebook message. 

You can call or email the church, or can write it on 

the “White Sheet” in the bulletin on Sundays; we 

will mention this in church through the month of 

January.  

Blessings, PCBlessings, PCBlessings, PCBlessings, PC    



This Months Helpers 
 

Deacon of the Week 
4 Brad Morgan 

11 Tim Ashe 

18 Dave Chapman 

25 John Backstrom 

 

Greeters: 
4 Tim & Leanna Ashe 

11 Todd & Debbie Meabon 

18 Bill & Janette Wagner 

25 Bo & Sue Unen 

 

Nursery/Childrens Church 
4 Loraine Smith & Debi Davies 

11 Peggy Chapman & Stephen Walters 

18 Sheryl Morgan & Cheylee Smith 

25 Leanna Ashe & Krissy Perrin 

Dear Church Family,  

 

Thank you all for the love, Christmas greetings, 

notes, cards, delicious treats and other gifts to our 

family. Thank you too for the generous Christmas 

gift presented to us in church on Sunday. You have 

all blessed us greatly. Our family is so thankful to 

belong to Calvary Baptist Church! Each of you are 

in our prayers. We love you and thank God he 

brought us together. We can't wait to see what the 

new year will bring as we serve alongside one 

another to bring glory to God, grow in our faith, and 

spread the awesome news that Jesus loves us and 

brings salvation to all. 2015 will present both 

opportunities and challenges. One incredible verse 

on our hearts for 2015 is John 16:33, “I have told 

you these things, so that in me you may have peace. 

In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 

have overcome the world.” Such encouragement 

from our Lord! Let's remember that Jesus truly has 

overcome the world--we have nothing to fear and 

every reason to be confident in all he asks us to do 

and to be. It's going to be a great year!  

 

God is greatly to be praised! 

 

Much Love and Many Blessings, 

 

The Northup Family The Northup Family The Northup Family The Northup Family     

Would You Like to Know? 

 

If you are new and interested in learning about the 

faith, baptism, or church membership; please speak 

to Pastor Chip or one of our Deacons. 


